Protists

Chapter 3 Section1 Notes

Pages 74 – 83

What is a protist? 
· Protists are eukaryotes that can not be classified as animals, plants or fungus. 

· Kingdom Protista is the “odds and ends” kingdom 

· There is much diversity in this kingdom but protists are placed into three general categories 

· Animal – like 

· Plant – like 

· Fungus – like 

Animal Like Protists 
· similar to animals as they are 

· heterotrophs 

· able to move from place to place to obtain food 

· called protozoans

· Protozoans with pseudopods 

· See page 76 for picture 

· Pseudopod means false feet 

· False feet wrap around food then bring it into organism for feeding 

· Example is amoeba 

· Protozoans with cilia 

· See page 77 for picture 

· Cilia means hair-like structure 

· Hairs vibrate to help organism move  

· Example paramecium 

· Protozoans with flagella 

· See page 78 for picture 

· Flagella means tail-like structure 

· Example giardia 

· Protozoans that act like parasites 

· See page 78 bottom for picture 

· Feed off of host cells or organisms 

· Example plasmodium 

Plant like Protists 

· commonly known as algae 

· autotrophic 

· have various pigments to help collect sunlight for food 

· diatoms 
· unicellular 

· glass like walls 

· attach to rocks in shallow water 

· when they die, cell skeletons become a part of diatomaceous earth 

· dinoflagellates 

· unicellular 

· use flagella for locomotion 

· also found in a variety of colors 

· can glow in the dark 

· euglenoids 

· green, unicellular algae with flagella for locomotion 

· some can live as heterotrophs 

· see page 80 for picture 

· red algae 

· multicellular seaweeds 

· found in deep ocean waters 

· often used as a food source rich in  nutrients 

· green algae 

· some unicellular, some multi-cellular 

· can live in fresh or salt water 

· can also live on tree bark 

· see page 81 for picture 

· brown algae 

· most seaweeds are brown algae 

· not just brown, but can be green or yellow 

· creates giant kelp forests along Pacific Coast of USA 

· sometimes used as thickening agent in puddings

Fungus like Protists 
· like fungus – these protists are heterotrophs 
· they have cell walls 

· use spores to reproduce 
· slime molds 

· brightly colored 
· live on forest floors and other moist, shady areas 

· microscopic 

· uses ooze for movement 

· water molds 

· downy mildew 

· live in water or moist places 

· often attack food crops 

· see page 83 for pictures 

