

Sounds pretty simple right? I mean – don’t set things on fire. Clean up when you’re done. But in the science lab, it’s a little more serious than that. So – let’s write down the facts of the matter. 

Who – Everyone in the classroom needs to be safe. That includes the teachers, students, custodians, principals, and parents. 

What – These are the things you do to be safe in the science classroom. 

· Listen to your instructor. 
· Wear appropriate safety items. 
· Be aware of your surroundings. 

· Read your lab procedures before you begin the experiment. 

· Ask questions. 

· Inform your instructor of things that look out of place. 

· Learn to use the safety equipment properly in the room. 

These are all safety procedures that you can do every day and in every lab. 
Where – Since we are talking about the science, then the location is the science classroom. Even if the room is used for math or Spanish, you need to be aware of all the safety features in the room. 

When – Anytime you are in the classroom, you need to be thinking about safety. “What? I thought I was supposed to focus on the subject matter?” Yes – That’s true too, but when you walk into the room, be aware of your surroundings. If something looks out of place, tell your instructor. Read the labs BEFORE you begin the experiment. Knowing what you need to do before you actually do it is a safety procedure. There are other classes in this lab. This means that there could be many experiments that are running or being set up. Don’t just go to a lab table and begin to work because the experiment at the table may not be yours! 
How – This is an important facet of safety in the classroom. And it’s difficult to know how to be safe in the classroom. Use your common sense. Don’t touch unless told. Don’t drink or eat it if you are not supposed to in the directions of the lab. Wear appropriate clothing during a lab. Listen to your instructor. You can have fun and still be safe. Take your time. 
Why – This is probably the most important safety aspect of science. Why is it important to be safe in science? Here’s the obvious reason – so you do not hurt anyone, especially yourself! The point of the lab experiments is two-fold: 1) to learn a scientific principle using hands-on activities and 2) to be able to follow directions. Following directions includes the following: 
· Reading the lab experiment 

· Listening to the instructor. 

· Appropriate response to accidents  

· Knowing the location of all the safety equipment. 

· Conducting the experiment appropriately 

Now – here’s your assignment. Draw a map of all the safety features in the classroom. Use a separate sheet of paper to create this map. Your map should include a key or legend if you are using colors or symbols. 

