Students:


You may use any (or several) of the suggestions below as scaffolds for writing your literary letter-essay over a free-choice reading book.  
I.  Briefly summarize what happens in this story.
1. Write a topic sentence that includes the name of the main character, where the story takes place, and the problem that gets the action going (inciting incident).  ((If this takes more than one sentence, that’s okay).

2. Write three specific important things that happen in the story.  (This may be one long sentence or three short sentences).

3. Write a sentence that tells what happens in the story to solve the problem.

4. Tell how the story ends.

5. (Reread and revise, using transition words so that you have a polished, coherent paragraph effectively summarizing your story).

II.  What is one author’s craft technique found in this text that makes the writing lively?  Give examples.
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:

1. Look at the list of craft techniques and choose one that really stands out to you in the text you read.

2. Look through the text and find two or three examples of this craft technique.

3. Write a topic sentence which includes the name of the craft technique that makes this writing lively.

4. For each example of the craft technique, do the following:  (You can give each example its own paragraph.)

a.  Write the page number.

b. Write a quote that contains the craft technique.

c. Write a sentence that explains how this makes the writing lively.

5. Write a final sentence that names the craft technique again and says how it helped make the writing lively. 
6. (Reread and revise, using transition words so that you have a polished, coherent paragraph effectively describing author’s craft).

A FEW AUTHOR’S  CRAFT TECHNIQUES

Precise nouns (including proper nouns)

Powerful verbs

Interesting adjectives

Dialogue that shows character traits

Figurative language

Alliteration

Similes and metaphors

Invented words

A good lead

A circular ending

A physical description

Anecdotes (short stories)/examples

Instead of said (whispered, screamed, screeched, etc.)

Effective use of sentence fragments

Use of dashes or parentheses

Description that uses several of the senses

Concrete words

Specific details that show rather than tell

A different point of view

An interesting way of organizing the story (like a journal or letter)

Character’s private thoughts

Gestures

Facts

III. How did [character / person] change from the beginning of the text to the end of the text?

1. Write a topic sentence that tells how the character acts or thinks at the beginning of the text.

2. Give an example from the text that really shows this character trait.  (One or more sentences)

3. Tell about an event from the text that causes the character to change.  (One or more sentences)

4. In one sentence, tell how the character acts or thinks at the end of the text.

5. Find a quote from the text that proves this change.

6. (Reread and revise, using transition words so that you have a polished, coherent paragraph effectively demonstrating the character’s change).
IV. Choose a line/paragraph from this text that you consider to be very important.  Why do you think it is important?

1. Write a topic sentence that tells the line or paragraph of the text that you think is very important.

2. Give one or two reasons why you think this is a very important part.  (Each reason will take one or two sentences.)

3. Try to find a quote that supports your answer.

4. (Reread and revise, using transition words so that you have a polished, coherent paragraph effectively demonstrating why the passage is important)

V. How is [someone or something described in the text] similar to someone or something in your own life, in another text you have read, or in our world today?

1. Write a topic sentence that tells who or what it is from real life that you are comparing to something from the text.

2. write a sentence explaining how these are similar.

3. give at least two examples that show this similarity.  (You might want to use a quote for extra support)

4. Try to think of one way these people, situations, or things are different and write a sentence about this difference

5. (Reread and revise, using transition words so that you have a polished, coherent paragraph effectively comparing someone/something in the text to someone/something in your own life, another text you have read, or the real world)
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