Name: _______________________                              Date: _______________________ 

Homeroom: ______________                                          Assignment: Virus Notes Ch. 2-1 



What is a virus? 


Characteristics of Viruses
· First and foremost – Viruses are NOT living things!!!!

· Viruses do not have ALL of the characteristics of life so they are not alive. 

· Viruses use host cells to replicate or multiply. They act like parasites on a healthy cell to complete daily life-like functions. 


Virus Shapes 
· Viruses are usually geometrical in shape. 
· See pages 40 – 41 in textbook. 



                

                   


Virus Sizes 
· Viruses are sooo small that they can not be seen with the microscopes at school. They are measured in nanometers (nm)

· See page 42 in textbook. 


Naming Viruses 

· Because viruses are NOT LIVING THINGS – they are not named like living things. Scientists usually use Binomial Nomenclature to name an organism, right? But since viruses are NOT LIVING THINGS, binomial nomenclature is not used. 

· Some viruses are named after the disease they cause like – rabies is caused by the rabies virus. 

· Some viruses are named after the object it infects like the apple mosaic virus infects????? You guessed – Apple trees!!!! 

· Some viruses are named after location like the West Nile Virus. 
· Some scientists name the viruses after them too…. For example – the Epstein-Barr Virus. 

Structure of Viruses 
· All viruses have 2 basic parts – a protein coat and genetic material. The protein coat works with the host cell to make a connection. Then the virus pushes the genetic material into the host cell so it can start making more viruses. 



THIS IS A PICTURE OF A BACTERIOPHAGE VIRUS. IT HAS SIMILAR PARTS TO THE EXAMPLE IN THE TEXTBOOK ON PAGE 43.
How Viruses Multiply 
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